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EDITORIAL* a 


Opinions, I was cheerfully reminded while driving back to the paddock from the final day 
motocross races in Slovakia, are like assholes - everyone’s got one. And at the end of the 90th 
running of the International Six Days Enduro everyone had an opinion. For some they were formed 
after debate and considered reflection. For many others they were opinions shaped in an instant. 

The disqualification of eight World Trophy team riders was always going to get people talking. 
But, it was what happened after that decision was made that impacted most on the event. 
Resulting in a clear as mud are they in, are they out’ situation, the fact that the jury’s decision 
wasn’t final was the overriding significant point. 



Despite the event ending with a judgment from the FIM’s International Disciplinary Court 
hanging over it, the six day’s return to Europe was a good one. 

Avery good one. 



* 




The fact that the race was won by American Ryan Sipes was unquestionably the biggest surprise. 
A massive achievement for Sipes personally, a hugely positive shot in the arm for the US off-road 
community, but also a monumental moment for the event itself. 

There’s significant depth of talent within both the US and Australian six day squads, which is now 
matched by a real sense of belief. Where it was once the French, the Finns or the Italians who 
started as clear favourites for World Trophy team success, now things are very much different. 


Through hard work and perseverance both the USA and Australia have earned themselves a place 
at enduro’s top table... And in the coming years France, like all other European nations, are going 
to have their work cut out in the fight for World Trophy team honours. 
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THE COLLECTION 


LOOKING BACKATISDE COMPETITION WITH INSTAGRAI 


t 1935 ISDT, Oberstdorf, Germany with the BMW squad ready to race. 

2. Early ‘60s and a scooter-mounted ISDT competitor gives it his all on a muddy uphill. 

3. Steve McQueen enjoying a cigarette during the 1964 ISDT in East Germany. 

4. US off-road legend John Penton racing the 1969 ISDT in Germany. 




5. 1976 ISDT in Austria where a KTM-mounted rider sports the very latest in fuel tank 
mounted parts bag couture! 

6. Rodney Smith powering his Suzuki RMX250 through the final test of the 1993 ISDE in 
The Netherlands. 

7. Jonny Aubert got the first of his two outright ISDE wins on a 450cc Yamaha at the 
3007 ISDE in Chile. 

8. The late Kurt Caselli helped Team USA earn second at the 3013 ISDE in Sardinia, Italy. 



QUOTES 

INTERESTING STUFF PEOPLE SAID 


“A lot of championship leaders from the world series 
haven’t done well. You have to push for a good result 
while riding within your limits? Jamie McCanney 


“The lines in the special tests are different with 
all the club riders going through, the tests change 
after each lap.” Mathias Beltino 


“Australian and American riders are going full gas 
all day long. It’s just incredible how much effort 
they give.” Cristobel Guerroro 




ABOUT THE 2015 ISDE 


“I was rushing it too much in the beginning. Then I rode 
it exactly as a GNCC and times would come to me.” 

David Knight 


“I think the ISDE is all about speed and not that much 
endurance or anything.” Ryan Sipes 


“It should’ve been a no-brainer to put us back in the 
race. It was just a common mistake, not like anyone 
was trying to cut the course.” Taylor Robert 


“It was a tough event and the hardest ISDE out of the 
five I’ve raced so far.” Mike Brown 




Lead by Peter Lazar the SC Enduro Club Kosice worked around the clock for 15 months to 
prepare what was one of the best ISDE events of the past few years. Delivering a great 
course, six long and challenging special tests in the mountains east of Kosice, as well as 
a great final motocross, despite the event being somewhat shrouded in controversy the 
efforts of the SC Enduro Club and all involved in the organisation of the event are to be 
commended. Good job guys. 


PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 



AIROH AVIATOR 2.2 SIX DAYS 

The Aviator 2.2 is the latest offering from 
Italian helmet manufacturer Airoh, which got 
a special Slovakian ISDE paintjob to honour 
the brand’s partnership with the event. Along 
with shiny new colours and the event’s logo on 
its right side, according to Airoh the Aviator 
2.2 offers an expanded field of view, is lighter 
than its predecessor the 2.1 and has a newly 
designed peak and rear spoiler. Check it out at 
their newly revamped website, www.airoh.com 



X TRAINER 

ELECTRONIC OIL INJEC 



BETA QUALITY | BETA PERFORMANCE | BETA SERVICE 

For your nearest dealer visit www.beta-uk.com or call: 01535 655970 


KNOW THIS 

FUNDRAISING THE RYAN SIPES WAY 



In order to raise funds for his trip to Slovakia Ryan Sipes set up 
an online raffle via his website sipesracing.com. If more than 500 
tickets were sold, which they were, one lucky fan would win the 
Husqvarna FC 450, which they did. It was the bike Sipes raced three rounds of the AMA MX 
series on. Along with one winner picking up Sipes’ motocross bike another ten contestants 
got their hands on a bunch of parts and accessories donated by his sponsors. 


FIVE FACTS 

FMF RACING 

• As a passionate racer himself Don Emler started FMF 
back in 1973 out of a garage in Hawthorne, California. 

• FMF stands for the Flying Machine Factory, a name that 
originally derives from a 1965 film called Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines’. 

• 3015 ISDE overall winner Ryan Sipes was one of many using FMF products at the 
Slovakian ISDE. 

• Developing one-off motors and building his own pipes, Emler burst into the limelight 
when one of FMF’s first riders, Marty Smith, won the US round of the 135cc Motocross 
World Championship in 1975. 

• As well as supporting numerous US off-road race teams FMF are the official exhaust 
partner of Husqvarna’s factory enduro team. In 2014 they claimed the Enduro 3 World 
Championship title with Pela Renet. 

www.fmfracing.com 
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THEBIGPICTURE 

KTM’S SIX DAYS SPECIALS 


Ahead of the POOP ISDE in the Czech Republic KTM came up with the neat idea of producing a 
limited run of their production enduro bike, solely to be used by ISDE competitors. The POOP 
KTM TO EXC Racing Six Days [pictured above] is one such example. 

• KTM’s plan was to build race-ready machines equipped with a number of goodies such as 
hand guards and uncoated pipes on the two strokes. Any one could take his Six Days bike out 
of the box and to the start line with nothing but the basic adjustments. 

• KTM’s Six Days models became an instant success. Dealers started ordering more and more 
each year, selling them to riders who never intended to go and race the ISDE. 

• A few years later KTM started to raise the quantities of their Six Days models, also adding all 
that’s needed to make them truly street legal. Fitted with a long list of accessories from the 
brand’s Power Parts catalogue KTM now sells close to 8,000 Six Days models annually. 




RYAN SIPES 

IN NUMBERS 


Born gift 
Kids (Ava & Jack) 

2005 to 2013 (jjyear pro MX/SX career 
3RD Best AMA 250SX championship position [2011] 

Followers on Twitter 16.900 

Hours spent in Slovakia 360 That’s 15 days 
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'q Tests won at the 2015 ISDE 
Sipes’ four-stroke Husqvarna 

9 093+^ d ^ es ° n ^ es ' p° si:s 

Overall special test time ij s fl 

Trophies won: First Overall & First Enduro 2 
Distance in seconds ahead of outright runner-up Daniel Milner 
Years since the first running of the ISDE 
USA’s World Trophy team classification \fj[ 



UAH A WR250F IN STOCK NOW 


CAN’T WAIT FOR 

ISDE 2016 SPAIN 

The battle lines have been drawn, and now it’s onto Spain... With Australia and America 
doing their best to put an end to team France’s ISDE winning streak in Slovakia, next 
year’s ISDE is going to be a classic. Who’ll win is anyone’s guess. From October 11-16, 6016 
the global off-road racing scene will have its eyes fixed on Navarra in northern Spain as it 
plays host to the 91st running of the International Six Days Enduro. 

So what do we know about the event? The paddock and start/finish area will be located 
inside the Circuito de Navarra race track, which offers all that’s needed in terms of on site 
facilities. Organisers have officially announced a ‘race plan’ featuring one-and-a-half laps 
and five tests per day. Similar to Sardinia in 6013 this race format will allow for an even 
larger entry than in Slovakia, with officials suggesting they could accommodate as many 
as 730 riders. Get your entries sorted, see you in Spain... 



PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

ISDT 1970 BY JAVIER BENITO AGUADO 



If you like your hardback ISDE books super sized then this is one you’re going to love. 

With more than 350 pages, ISDT 1970 offers an incredible insight into the 45th running of 
the Olympics of Motorcycling from San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain. 

Written in Spanish the quality and quality of the information gathered is staggering. 
So to are the thousands of images that illustrate the book. Offering a fascinating 
pictorial look at absolutely every aspect of 
the event, the book offers images 
and information on the 
bikes, the Spanish national 
teams competing, a list of 
competitors, original course 
maps and... well, page after 
page of wonderful images. 
www.isdtl970.es 
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MAXXIS FIM SIX DAYS GNDURO 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC AAnr 
POVAZSKA BYSTRICA CUU J 


Back in 2005 Italy won the World Trophy team competition, Finland 
under performed, it rained heavily on day five and David Knight 
became the first ever Brit to top the outright individual results... 

Wind the International Six Days Enduro clock back 10 years and it was Slovakia 
who hosted the 80th running of the event. Keeping the ISDE in Eastern Europe 
after it was staged in Poland 12 months earlier, the Povazska Bystrica based 
race should have been won by Finland. Instead it was Italy who walked away 
with both the World Trophy and Junior Trophy top spots. 

Back in 2005 Finland was enduro’s powerhouse nation. They’d sealed World 
Trophy team victory in 2004, 2003 and 2002 and everything pointed towards 
another Finnish win. Yet it didn’t happen. A lack of want added to the loss of a 
key team player on day three seriously dented Finland’s hopes of winning. 

France - today’s strongest enduro nation - topped the first day’s WT results, only 
to have three riders retire. It’s hard to imagine now, but France finished ahead 
of just three nations back in 2005 - Canada, Venezuela and Greece! 


Words S Photos: Fiiture7Media 



David Knight was an enduro winning machine back jn 2005. 
One of KTM’s all powerful factory'team, at the 2005 ISDE 
he became the first British rider ever to claim the outright, 
individual ISDE victory. Battling with Yamaha-mounted Aussie 
Stefan Merriman during the first half of the week, when 
conditions turned wet Knight simply proved too hot to handle. 
Italy secured the vyin in the World Trophy team competition, 
but outright individual honours added to a dominant Enduro 3 
class win put a huge smile on the big Manxman’s face. 










GALLERY #11.1.2 

THE MUD 


As is often the case a change in 
the weather can significantly alter 
the outcome of an ISDE. While 
most remember the 2005 six days 
as being wet, it didn’t start out 
that way. The majority of the first 
half of the event was dry, but then 
the heavens opened ahead of day 
five and the game changed. The 
penultimate day’s competition 
was a tough one. Had the event 
been wet from the start it’s 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Paul Edmondson II Paul Whibley II Giovanni Sala 
II Stefan Merriman II Tools II Work area 
//Bartosz Oblucki 
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According to seven-time world champion Kari Tiainen, Finland ‘rode like shit’ during the 80th 
ISDE. Without the services of Juha Salminen and possibly enjoying one pre-event night out too 
many, the squad that should have cleaned up in Povazska Bystrica didn’t. Following a terrible 
EWC season Mika Ahola switched from a 500cc four-stroke to a 125cc two-stroke, needing much 
of the week to adjust to his smaller ride. The loss of Marko Tarkkala on day three was what really 
put Finland out of contention for the WT win. 







David Knight, Tom Sagar and Eero Remes were three World Trophy team racers who competed 
in both the 2005 and 2015 Slovakian ISDEs. While Knight stamped his mark on the event in 
2005 to earn a well deserved overall win, for Remes and Sagar (who raced in the Junior World 
Trophy class 10 years ago] the event was among their first international enduro outings. 









Like this years event the dUUb IbUh featured some beautiful grass track and forest-based 
special tests. For the first four days of competition the tests weren’t overly challenging. 
On day five they most certainly were. Together with parts of the course the special tests, 
thanks to heavy rain, got seriously tough. Where riders were fighting over seconds on the dry 
special tests at the start of the week, on day five many were happy to simply remain upright. 


4 . 





GALLERY # 11.1.7 

Clockwise from right: Jawa II Marc Germain II 
Kurt Caselli II Kevin Murray II Helder Rodrigues 
II Giovanni Sala II Moto Club Lumezzane 
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A former GP motocross track ensured a fitting end to what 
most saw as a tough but good six days. With a much higher 
percentage of two-strokes competing in the Enduro 1 and 
Enduro 2 classes, it was, as it is today, the four-strokes that 
dominated. Yamaha went home top dogs in El and EP with 
Bartosz Oblucki and Stefan Merriman, while KTM topped E3 
with David Knight. The following yearthe six days headed to 
New Zealand, where Finland returned to the top of the World 
Trophy team competition and the USA got their first Junior 
World Trophy team victory in 15 years. 
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MALCOLM SMITH RACING 



I SURVIVED... 

THE 2015 ISDE AS THE LAST 
OFFICIAL FINISHER... 

FIVE THINGS THAT HELPED MlSA POLlVKOVA REACH THE FINISH 
OF THE SLOVAKIAN ISDE. 

# 1 “I guess the most important thing is to have a strong will and lots of determination. 

I got a 35-minute penalty on day one so I had to reset my mind and restart on day 
two. Rain made things really hard on day one but I’m so happy I didn’t just give up. 

I made it to the end of the day and that was the first big hurdle for me.” 

# 2 “My Beta Xtrainer 300 was the right tool for the job. I used to race a two-stroke KTM 
but recently got offered a brand new Xtrainer that the guys at motopalic.cz prepared 
for me. It was the ideal bike for me. It worked perfectly through the week and helped 
me cross the finish line after six hard days in its saddle.” 

# 3 “I think the ISDE is all about the people who believe in you, your family and friends. 
Even though on more than one occasion I ran out of strength I always thought about 
them. I was just trying to keep the positive things on my mind and I knew they’d be 
really proud of me if I could make it to the finish.” 

“The support of people I didn’t know made a huge difference. Even though I was 
probably the last rider on the track I couldn’t believe how many people would wait 
in the tests to cheer for me. That gave me a huge boost, which really helped me. For 
sure I didn’t want to disappoint them so I kept trying.” 

#5 “It was a dream for a long time to finish the ISDE and it’s true I struggled a lot to 
make it come true. But you need to really want it to get to the finish. I honestly want 
to thank all the people who helped me achieve my dream of finishing an ISDE. 



HIGH FIVE TAYLA JONES 

FOR DOMINATING THE WOMEN’S CLASS AT THE 90TH ISDE IN SLOVAKIA... 

What was single most important thing you learned from this year’s ISDE? 

“Team work. The whole event is based around teams competing against each other for the 
titles, so to win you have to work as a team. The team is what we’re all there for so winning 
the Women’s Trophy was always the main goal. ” 

What were your expectations ahead of the event? 

“I recently wrapped up the Australian Off-Road Championship and felt really good on my 
bike so my expectations were high. To come away with the outright win is an awesome 
feeling. I knew that’s what I was capable of.” 

Did you have to overcome any major challenges during the week? 

“Finishing the six-day event is the biggest challenge of them all. Making sure I didn’t do 
anything silly to break my bike or myself was the main goal. The key to going fast was to 
just stay upright. There were lots of sneaky tree roots and rocks to catch you out.” 

What is it that makes the Australia’s Women Trophy team so strong? 

“At home in Australia a lot of our racing is based around the format of special test style 
racing with our sprint races, so we know how it works. All three of us girls train really hard 
to be the best we can and we’re all riding good so our team is strong.” 

Right after the ISDE you raced round 10 of the US GNCC series. Would you consider 
racing a full season in the DS or even a giving the EWC a go? 

“I’m not 100% sure yet. I’d really like to make the move overseas and start a new 
challenge but we’ll just have to wait and see what happens in terms of support. I can’t 
afford to move without help from a team or manufacturer so if something comes up I’ll 
jump on it.” e 
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Jack Edmonson 




Breakdown 

Recognising standout performances 
at the 80th running of the international 
six days enduro... 

Words and photos: Future7Media 


RIDER OF THE ISDE 

RYAN SIPES/USA 

OUTRIGHT WINNER - 2015 ISDE 

WINNER - ENDURO 2 

I t goes without saying the Ryan Sipes stamped his mark on 
the 90th running of the ISDE in some style. Its also fair to say 
that no one saw his victory coming. And that, in part, is what 
makes his 2015 ISDE performance all the more impressive - that he 
unintentionally spiced things up in a big, big way. 

From the very start of the event right through to his final day 
Enduro 2 class motocross race he never faltered. Day-after-day he 
did what he needed to do, worked impressively and effectively with 
the spanners, and remained at the sharp end of both the Enduro 2 
and outright results. Clearly 100% focused on delivering his best for 
team USA, for himself and for his sponsors, Ryans outright winning 
result was a magical moment for himself, America, but most 
importantly the event itself. 

Leading from the start he kept his cool day- after- day, which is 
no easy thing to do. But its the fact that he became the first ever 
American to top the six days that is his most remarkable feat. 
Modest, respectful of the events history and armed with his non- 
flashy yet ruthlessly effective riding style Ryan Sipes simply nailed it. 

Ryan Sipes is unquestionably the 2015 Rider Of The ISDE. 






STAND OUT PERFORMANCE 

DANIEL SANDERS/AUSTRALIA 
WINNER - ENDURO 3 

WINNER - JUNIOR WORLD TROPHY TEAM 


D aniel Sanders was the Aussie kid that took this years 

ISDE by the scruff of the neck and delivered a result way 
above even his own expectations. Embracing his chance 
to impress on the international stage his weeklong performance 
was honest, gritty and hard fought. It was also one of a number of 
unscripted and unexpected end-of-event results that injected some 
well-needed feel good factor into the race. 

Although it was his countryman Lachlan Stanford who claimed the 
Enduro 3 class win at the end of the first day, Sanders took over at 
the top on day two. And that’s where he stayed. He didn’t win all 
remaining days - Italian Oscar Balletti topped the penultimate day’s 
competition - but he did enough to arrive at his final day motocross 
race with the win pretty much his. A fourth place finish secured a 
memorable win for the Australian youngster. 

Leading the Aussie junior team, Sanders’ week wasn’t without 
drama. Yet despite his crashes he never stopped charging. 
Throughout a tough week of racing the bushy haired KTM rider 
delivered what for many was the stand out performance of this 
year’s ISDE. 


BEST PERFORMING 
NEWCOMER 

DAVIDE GUARNERI/ITALY 


B eing thrown in at the deep end of World Trophy team 

competition as an ISDE rookie is something only a select 
few have experienced. Only those same riders know just 
how difficult it is to effectively learn on the job at the very highest 
level, in one of the very toughest events. 

For GP motocross racer Davide Guarneri the 2015 six days wasn’t 
only his first ISDE it was his first enduro. Being a spectator at the 
EWC’s GP of Italy was pretty much his only pre-ISDE experience. 
Much to Guarneri s credit he accepted the call-up to the Italian 
national squad and duly got on with things. 

In finishing 10th overall in the Enduro 3 class he certainly didn’t 
win himself any prizes. He did however battle his way through 
a tough week to reach day six full of respect for his enduro 
competitors. Finally able to have a little fun, on the final day he 
showed his motocross pedigree by winning the Enduro 3 final 
motocross race and posting the day’s fastest race time. 
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MOST IMPROVED TEAM 

AUSTRALIA JUNIOR TROPHY TEAM 
WINNER - JUNIOR WORLD TROPHY 

P rior to the conclusion of this years six days you had to look 
back to 1995 to find Australia’s name at the top of the Junior 
World Trophy team results. 20 years ago in Poland Shawn 
Reed, Shane Watts, Ian Cunningham and Jamie Cunningham 
topped the class. Since then it’s been France, Spain, Italy, Finland 
and the USA that have shared winning honours. 

In Slovakia Australia’s juniors were solid. Solid on each and every 
day of competition, and comfortably faster than any other nation. 
From a three-minute advantage at the close of day one to more than 
a 15-minute end-of-event winning advantage, Australia’s juniors 
delivered a concrete and improved team performance. 


BEST PERFORMING 
YOUNGSTER 

JAMIE MCCANNEY/GREAT BRITAIN 
WINNER - ENDURO 1 

J aime McCanney was one of a number of standout youngsters 
that made their mark in Slovakia. Still eligible for a Junior 
World Trophy team place, Jamie stepped into the British 
World Trophy squad as their lone 250cc four-stroke mounted rider. 
Fast-forward to the end of the event and the Manxman secured a 
one-minute 17-second margin of victory in Enduro 1. 

His wining ride highlighted two things. Firstly, that the old adage of ‘to 
finish first, first you have to finish applies as much today as its always 
done. Secondly, the fact that young talent certainly isn’t afraid to mix it 
with older, more experienced six day racers. 

Like his Husqvarna team-mate Mathias Bellino, Jamie was in the 
difficult position of wanting to give his all but also well aware of 
the fact that he had a world championship title to fight for shortly 
after the event. Opting for a kind of cautious, all-out approach, 
Jamie positioned himself close to the top of the El class right from 
the start of the event. He stuck to his game plan of not taking 
unnecessary risks and good fortune came his way. 






KAILUB RUSSELL/USA 


U ltimately, Kailub Russell’s overriding memory of the 90th 
ISDE will be one of disappointment. He did after all fail to 
reach the finish. Injuring his knee, which ultimately forced 
him out of the event, obviously wasn’t part of his or team USA’s pre- 
race game plan. But his retirement on day three hides the fact he 
made a hugely impressive start to the event. 

In short, Kailub can be very proud of what he achieved during 
the opening two days of competition. Clearly looking for a strong 
individual result, which he’d offer up as his contribution to the US 
World Trophy team effort, Kailub was unquestionably up for the 
challenge in Slovakia. And in winning the opening day of the event 
he showed that he meant business. 

While his day one winning performance maybe shouldn’t have 
come as that great a shock - Kailub clearly knows how to hustle a 
bike through trees while working hard this year on his sprinting 
skill - the fact that a 250f lead the way at the end of day one was 
something most weren’t expecting. 


AUSTRALIA WOMEN’S WORLD 
TROPHY TEAM 


F or a third consecutive year Australia’s Womens team of 
Tayla Jones, Jessica Gardiner and Jemma Wilson blitzed 
the competition. Once again delivering a hugely impressive 
performance on all levels - let’s not forget that simply completing 
this year’s ISDE was anything but a walk in the park - the ever- 
smiling trio dug deep to once again show their superiority 

No one really expected them to do anything but win, not when 
considering the impressive nature in which they topped the 
Women’s class in both Argentina and Sardinia. But the fact that all 
three of them once again battled their way through day after day, 
while brushing aside the pressure of expectation, signified just how 
strong they’ve become as a team unit. 

When you consider just how far ahead the Aussie team finished of 
their closest competitors, saying that their third straight Women’s 
World Trophy team win was well-deserved doesn’t come close to 
giving Tayla, Jessica and Jemma the credit they deserve. Hat’s off, 
the girls are a class act. e 


SOLE UK IMPORTERS FOI 

Malcolm Rathmell Sport 20 
www.mrsltd.co.11lc 

Tel: 01423 222885 Fax: 01423 222205 
E-mail: info@mrsltd.co.uk 
Twitter: @MRS_LTD 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MalcolmRathmellS 
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WIM MOTORS 

ACADEM 

PORTUGAL 

12 rental bikes for you to choose from 
/ Advanced mechanics always ready to help 
"f* Enduro/Roadbook riding 

Call: +351926385026 (|) Prices all inclusive 


www.wimmotorsacademy.com 
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• FUN-PACKED CHALLENGING TRAILS 

• AMAZING COMPLEX 

• MODERN GAS GAS BIKES 

• GREAT FOOD AND ACCOMMODATION INC. 

• TRAILS STRAIGHT OUT OF THE COMPLEX 

• FRIENDLY FAMILY ATMOSPHERE 

• SUITS ALL LEVELS 

• WE DARE TO TAKE YOU ON TRAILS THAT OTHERS 
WON’T, ALWAYS WITH SAFETY IN MIND 

• BIKE HIRE AND FUEL INCLUDED 
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Llanerchindda Farm 


Trail Riding Holidays Mid Wales 



Family run Guest House & Self Catering Cottages, 
spectacular views, en-suite bedrooms, comfortable 
lounge bar & excellent home cooked food with: 

- Secure lock-up - Pressure washer - Drying room - 
- Map room with local lanes marked - 
- Experienced trail guide - On-site practice area - 
- Gps hire available - Knowledgeable owners - 
A very popular venue for both Individuals and groups of 
trail riders. 


www.cambrianway.com Tel:01550 750274 info@cambrianway.com 
Cynghordy, Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, SA20 ONB 




ISLE OF MAN ENDURO HOLIDAYS 



Experienced Guides lsle of Man 

Ferry Travel Event Services Limited 

Hotel Accommodation, Bike Storage, Garage Facilities 
Miles of challenging tracks for all abilities 
E: info@iomevents.com T: 01 624 664460 www.iomevents.com 




ALL ABOUT 
THEISDE 

J F F F FRFDFTTF 


With 33 finishes from 3d starts Jeff Fredette 
knows almost all there is to know about the ISDE. 
Officially retiring from the event as a competitor 
last year, Fredette was in Slovakia ‘giving back’ to 
team USA. Here he reflects on three extraordinary 
decades of six day competition... 

Words: Future7Media/ Photos: Future7Media arid Jeff Fredette 



THE ISOE HAS CHANGED A LOL 


“Back in 78 the only outside assistance you could get was a 
hammer. You had to carry everything you needed. There was 
a lot of stretching of the rules back then. I remember you’d 
find master links or spark plugs in your drinking cup. The 
days were very long, too. I remember riders leaving in the 
very early dawn and the last ones getting back after sunset. 
As a team we just went over to the six days and found 
things as we needed them. From tools to drink bottles, gas 
cans, everything needed for the pits. Nowadays everyone 
has everything they need in team containers.” 

ITS A HUGE HONOUR TO REPRESENT THE USA... 

“The way I thought about it, the ISDE was the biggest event 
in the world. I rode a Penton back home so got help from 
KTM for my first ISDE in 1978, in Sweden. I went over early 
to build the bikes for the team. It was my first trip outside 
the US. We got to the KTM factory in Austria and started 
getting the best of everything. We built the bikes and 
boarded two VW mini buses to Sweden. The event was what 
I was looking forward to but I learned right away that I had 
a lot to learn. Keeping the bike going back in those days 
was a never-ending job. You had to work on it every chance 
you got, just to keep them going.” 

THERE WERE SOME WEIRO MOMENTS... 

“In 1980, in France, team USA were staying in a low-lying 
valley motel and eating in a tent. There was a warning that 
a dam was breaking upstream and we were going to be 
washed away. It turned out we lost our food tent and were 
moved to a barn to eat dinner. Everyone on the team got 
really sick that year. It took many riders out or out of a 
good ride. It all depended when it hit and how tough 
you were. It hit me at the end of a day right after two 
tyre changes. I came out of the pare ferme and threw up. 

By morning I was ready to go again.” 
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STRETCH YO 


“The 1983 ISDE in Wales wa 


s hard. It rained every day and was very muddy, 
on time and just wore on you.” 


WE HAD A COUPLE OF TOUGH ISDES... 

“The 1983 ISDE in Wales was hard. It rained every day and was very muddy. It was very 
difficult to stay on time and just wore on you. Constant, long muddy days with rain. Another 
tough one was 1993 in Holland. It rained from the time we hit the ground till the time we left. 
The first day I lost eight minutes and when I got to the pare ferme it was pretty empty. They 
made a special rule and as long as your bike was impounded by midnight you would still be in 
the race. At the end of day two I did a top-end to my bike but forgot to put the reeds on their 
cases. I started going into checks early to build some time to over haul my bike at the end of 
the day. I made it to the finish and sold the bike to a friend in Ireland.” 

AUSTRALIA 199 2 MSA MEMORABLE ONL 

“I brought my bike in my checked luggage but dropped my engine bag and broke the kick shaft. 

I found a local guy and he welded it up. The opening ceremony was really cool and the country 
was really into it. The course for the first two days offered some very good riding. The riding was 
great and the people were very friendly. I’d pull into the checks and let everyone know my bike 
was for sale so I wouldn’t have to take it apart to send it home. I sold it right away.” 

ITS HARD TO COMPARE RIDERS- 

“There are many riders that I have admired over the years. But it’s hard to compare riders 
from the 70’s to now. Riders make more money today and that’s really raised the bar. 

When I started out in the six days riders did it for the love of riding and were lucky if they 
got any discount on bike and parts. We now have riders who are professionally racing 
off-road and are good in all its forms.” 



THE ISDE HAS BEEN MY UFL 

“I’ve always looked forward to it. I’ve ridden in so many 
parts of the world. We always arrived early enough to get 
ready and adjust to the time changes, the food and get the 
lay of the land. Each year the event got easier for me, but at 
the same time age had been making it harderto compete. 

In 2013 1 decided that the following year would be a good 
time to step down and start giving back to the US team.” 

I NEVER THOUOHTABOUT DOING FORA RECORD... 

“Throughout my career I never thought about any records. 

I just wanted to be finishing each event. When I decided 
to call it the last one in Argentina (2014) a DNF seemed 
impossible, but it happened. At the end of the event the 
team doctor said I had to go back. He also offered to pay 
my way. I didn’t even hesitate to decline the offer. The end 
is the end and going for more ISDE finishes isn’t what I’m 
interested in.” 

"When I started out in the six days riders did it 
for the love of riding and were lucky if they got 
any discount on bike and parts." 

YOU’VE GOTTO GIVE IT ALL TO FINISH... 

“It’s six days, one bike, one rider and one mechanic. If you 
can keep things rolling you’ll be fine. Even in Argentina when 
I had a mechanical issue I tore my bike down with the tools 
I’d borrowed from team mates. I worked on the bike for 
more than an hour with no luck. It was 95 degrees and all I 
had for water was a bottle they dropped from a helicopter 
45 minutes earlier.” 
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• See us at the International Dirtbike SI 

• L Plate trail riding from £4299 on a Fai 

• Yamaha Motors, Excel Rims, Domino C 
Tomaselli Bars, Mitas Tyres, Big One E\ 

DEALER TERRITORIES AVAILA 



BIKES HAVE IMPROVED A LO L 

“They’ve gone from constant work-and-ride motorcycles to simply 
kick-and-ride. Brakes work every time, metal parts don’t break 
and are very light. If I could build the ultimate ISDE bike now I’d 
go either with a fuel-injected two-stroke or maybe an electric 
bike. It’s time for a change and those two would be a great start.” 

TEAM USAISREADYTO WIN... 

“The last three years they’ve come close to a top finish. We just had 
pretty bad luck keeping us away from our goal. Kurt [Caselli] was 
a big part of bringing the riders together. After his loss our team 
wants to win one for him. I think once we get to that level well be 
a real force to be reckoned with, and able to push for the win year 
after year. A great sponsor would help a lot. As for me, I’d like to just 
give back to the team. I had 34 great years of the event and now 
want to help the team go forward.” e 



FANTIC IS BACK IN THE UK 
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THE MORE LOST 
YOU GET, THE HOE 
AT HOHE IT FEELS 


THE 2016 ENDURO MODEL RANGE. 


Agile handling, predictable power and ease-of-use are critical in tight and technical 
terrain. Exploring the depths of the deepest forest is only half the adventure. The new 
Husqvarna Motorcycles enduro models are built to take you as far as you dare to go - 
with the exceptional reliability and durability to get you back out again. 
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VIEW COMPLETE 
ENDURO MODELRANGE 
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SHOULD ML 


HAVE DISQUALIFIED THE EIGHT 
RIDERS WHO GOT LOST? 


SIMPLE, UNINTENTIONAL HUMAN ERROR THAT 
GAINED NO REALADVANTAGE, ORA CLEAR CUT 
BREACH OF THE RULES? 

WAS IT CORRECT TO DISQUALIFY THEEICHT 
RISERS WHO MISSED A STAMP CHECK ON 
DAYTHREE? 


No: David Knight - Great 
Britain World Trophy team 

“There was no marking where we got lost, nothing to indicate 
we went the wrong way. We found out some time later when we 
reached a road and there were no arrows anywhere. It was quiet 
a fast and narrow trail and it would have been dangerous to go 
back. We continued to the next check to learn we’d gone past a 
stamp checkpoint. We informed the organisers and the FIM track 
inspector went back to mark the spot where we’d gone wrong. 

We didn’t do anything wrong intentionally.” 

Yes: A J Roberts, Yamaha 
Australia Team Manager 

“No one’s saying riders wanted to cheat but rules are rules and part 
of the challenge of the ISDE is to keep up with those rules. Whether 
it’s harsh to impose penalties is another story. If you don’t follow 
the rules you disrespect the event, which creates disarray and 
pisses people off on all sides. All of the riders made a cardinal sin - 
they missed a checkpoint. They made an error, like so many do, but 
it is what it is. What happened [riders being reinstated) affects the 
integrity of the ISDE. It’s disheartening when it goes above the jury 
and lawyers get involved. Where will this take us?” 





DEFINING MOMENTS 



<^THE LIST^ 



1 . 

USA START STRONG 

When the start gate dropped [metaphorically speaking, of course] the pre-race 
hype stopped, and it was team USA that stamped their mark on day one. Ryan Sipes 
topped the event’s opening test, which pretty much no one was expecting, while 
Kailub Russell went on to win the day outright. More importantly the American 
six-man World Trophy squad ended the first day of competition one-minute and W 
seconds ahead of Australia. With the USA’s World Trophy team positioning themselves 
at the top of the results, the question being asked was will this be their year?’ 





8 RIDERS DISQUALIFIED 

The big news during day three was the retirement of Kailub Russell - 
a painful DNF for both the US GNCC champion and the US World Trophy 
team. But it was after the day’s racing was done that things got 
interesting. With bikes safely impounded in the pare ferme, news broke 
that eight World Trophy team riders from five countries were disqualified. 
That’s when the fun and games begun. With riders back at their hotels, 
no one really knew if that was it for the unlucky eight or if they’d get to 
start day five. They did start day five, but the issue raged on. 



MILNER FIOHTS RACK 


Third overall on day one to lead 
Australia’s World Trophy team 
effort, Daniel Milner hit his 
stride on day two to once again 
show himself as an ISDE overall 
frontrunner. The rider that 
pushed Antoine Meo harder than any other during the 2012 six days in Sardinia, Milner 
ended day two 11 seconds ahead of Sipes and as the fastest outright rider. The Yamaha 
pilot also ended what until that point had been a pretty disappointing season. In part 
Milner’s efforts helped Australia move to the top of the World Trophy team results. 


<^THE LIST^ 



4 . 


NEWCOURSE 

The Slovakian organisers opted not to follow the now common 
event breakdown - one course for days one & two, another for 
days three & four, and a mixture of all days for day five’s route - 
opting instead for a two-one-two formation. With day three being 
more or less the same track as used on days one and two, only 
ridden in the opposite direction, day four signalled the first truly 
new set of trails and tests after day one. 



DUVALL OUT- USA’S TROPHY TEAM DREAM OVER 

Losing one World Trophy team rider is a bitter pill for any nation to swallow. 
But when the USA lost Thad Duvall from the event on day four it meant their 
chances of a World Trophy team win were well and truly over. With Russell 
already out, the US team plummeted down the results. 


6 . 



AUSSIES IN COMMAND 

At the end of day four Australia 
were ahead in the World Trophy 
competition, theJunior World 
Trophy and Women’s World Trophy 
class. With two days to go they seemed to be headed for an historical 
hat-trick of wins. With France, USA, Great Britain, Italy and Spain all 
involved in the disqualified riders situation, Australia’s World Trophy 
team started day five believing they were 12-minutes ahead of Italy. 
The Aussie juniors were close to 11-minutes up on Sweden and the 
Women’s team was a staggering 39-minutes clear of France. 



7 . 

LARRIEU HITS HIS STRIDE 

Proof of how strong certain Australian 
and US team riders were in Kosice was 
the fact that it wasn’t until day five 
before a European rider managed to 
put his name at the top of the overall 
results. France’s Loic Larrieu just 
managed to get ahead of Daniel Milner and Ryan 
Sipes at the end of the last full day of competition. 


<^THE LIST^ 



8 . 


BACK IN THE GAME 

A stay of execution ordered by the FIM’s International 
Disciplinary Court during day five turned the World Trophy team 
results on its head, big time. Essentially, reinstating the eight 
disqualified riders on a provisional basis, heading into the final 
day motocross races, France were positioned at the top of the 
World Trophy class. Needless to say the Aussies were anything 
but impressed with the decision. 



SIPES WINS BIG -FIRST AMERICAN OVERALL WINNER 

He did it and he did it in style - his own, relaxed, smooth-as-hell style. Putting the 
finishing touches to a hugely impressive week’s racing Ryan Sipes took a start-to-finish 
Enduro 2 class final moto win to earn himself a place in the ISDE record books. After a 
long, long wait America finally got themselves an outright six days winner. 


7U 

10 . 

cars decision... 



The final defining moment of the 2015 ISDE will come when the FIM’s International 
Disciplinary Court makes its ruling on the jury’s decision to disqualify Marc Bourgeois 
[France], Anthony Boissiere [France], Jeremy Joly [France], Taylor Robert [USA], Lorenzo 
Santolino [Spain], Cristobal Guerrero [Spain], David Knight [Great Britain] and Manuel 
Monni [Italy]. If they agree with the jury then all eight riders will be disqualified, as they 
were at the end of day three. And that will result in major changes to the World Trophy 
team results. If they rule that the eight riders shouldn’t have been disqualified, well, 
that’s what things get really interesting. Raising the question of who is in ultimate 
control of the event, if, as some worry, the jury can be overruled by a judge - who it 
has to be said isn’t going to get involved in trivial matters - then will challenging the 
decision of the jury become more common place? 

Will appeals, lawyers and politics stand in the way 
of getting results sorted ‘on track’? e 



FIM INTERNATIONAL 

SIX DAY ENDURO 







GALLERY #11.? 

Words and Photos: Future7Media 






GALLERY #11.2.02 

Start 

It all starts at the start... and ends with a 
few beers with mates. Or at least it should do. For 
six days a shopping centre car park was where the action 
kicked off in Kosice, where wave after wave of competitors headed 
off towards the Slovakian forests. With the event ending with Australia’s 
World Trophy team refusing to stand on the end-of-event podium, the 
90th running of the ISDE came to a somewhat unusual close! 
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GALLERY #1U 



GALLERY #11.2.04 

Open and Closed 

From the forests to the final motocross the Slovakian ISDE 
offered exactly what most were looking for - a good, honest, 
and pretty damn tough, six days. Much drier than most were 
expecting, the terrain was still in stark contrast to each of the 
previous two ISDEs in Argentina and Sardinia. 
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GALLERY #11.2.05 

Clockwise from above: 
Taylor Robert //Antoine 
Basset //Mike Brown// 
Husqvarna service area 
//Scotland tyre change// 
Audrey Rossat 
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thisisamped.com 





GALLERY #11.2.06 

Clockwise from above: 

Purple helmets // Josep Garcia // 
ISDE official //Slovakian flag 
II Stefan Svitko 
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GALLERY #11. E 



GALLERY #11.2.07 

Enduro 1 

With Kailub Russell retiring injured and Eero Remes picking up 
significant time penalties Jamie McCanney got the job done in 
Enduro 1 by getting all the basics covered - staying on time, riding 
smart, not damaging his bike and ending his week with a strong 
final motocross. France’s Anthony Boissiere quietly went about 
his business to pick up his best ever ISDE result as El runner-up. 
Spain’s Cristobal Guerrero rose above mixed EWC results to once 
again deliver a strong six day performance for third. 



thisisamped. 
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GALLERY #11.2.08 

Enduro 2 

Three riders from three continents picked up the top three 
places in the Enduro 2 category, mirroring what went on at the 
top of the World Trophy team competition. All earning at least 
one day win, despite constant pressure from eventual E2 runner- 
up Daniel Milner there was no stopping Ryan Sipes. For Milner it 
was another impressive six day performance. Loic Larrieu saved 
his best until almost last, topping day five on his Sherco. 
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GALLERY #11.2.09 

Enduro 3 

Few would have predicted an Australian claiming 
the top spot in Enduro 3, but Daniel Sanders more 
than earned his class win. The first of a trio of 300cc 
two-stroke mounted riders, Sanders was chased home 
by Mathias Bellino. Returning from injury, and picking 
up a one-minute penalty at the very start of the week, 
second was a good result for the Frenchman who 
still needed to put the finishing touches to a world 
championship title. Third went to Italian Oscar Baletti. 
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5 THINGS THAI. 


#1- MADE US LAUGH 


THE PURPLE HELMETS- 

The ISDE wouldn’t be the same 
without everyone’s favourite 
beer-drinking, C90 riding, Manx 
maniacs. Once again honouring 
the event with their presence, 
the Purple Helmets’ final day 
display antics punctuated the 
serious business of racing with 
some well-needed silliness. 



#2- CAUGHT OUR ATTENTION 



SIMM’S FIRST OUTING? - Dr was it? Finishing 49th in 
the Enduro 1 Club class Austria’s Emanuel Strolz raced 
an SWM branded Husqvarna - a built in Italy, owned 
by BMW, Husqvarna. In all 
honestly we’re not really 
sure what the bike was, 
or if Emanuel received any 
official support from the 
recently resurrected SWM 
factory in Italy. But his bike 
caught out attention. 


#3 -SAVED US TIME 

FIM ISDE APP - For the first time in ISDE history we were able 
to catch up on all the action thanks to the FIM ISDE App. Free 
to download from both the Apple Store and the Android Market, 
the official ISDE app offered live results, rider profiles and 
really useful maps and special test GPS coordinates. 


m- WE ENJOYED WATCHING 

ISDE 1980 FRANCE SHORT FILM - Shot by Christian Sulleman 
during the 55th ISDE in Brioude, 

France this award-winning nine- 
minute film offers an amazing 
insight into the way things were. 

From a time when men were 
men and swept back handlebars 
were the norm, this short film is 
guaranteed to leave some serious 
nostalgic warmth. 

Click on image to play video. 





#5 -SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED US 

JAWA - CZ ISDE TEAM - Czech Republic’s Pavel 
Buzarek, Jindrich Janata and Pavel Kucera decided to 
try something a little out of the ordinary and raced the 
2015 ISDE on vintage Jawa and CZ bikes. Unfortunately, 
none of them managed to finish. They did however get 
some good ISDE training in ahead of the 2016 event in 
Spain, which it’s been announced to have a separate 
‘Vintage Bikes’ class. 



TAKE A LOOK 

THREE ISDE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKING OUT... 
speedtracktales.com 

Language: English 
Type: ISDE Heritage 

When it comes to the history of the oldest motorcycle event on the planet one of the 
richest online databases for information is Speed Track Tales. Dedicated to preserving 
the heritage of the International Six Days Trial [1913 - 1980] - renamed the International 
Six Days Enduro in 1981 - this website/blog offers an amazing wealth of data, images 
and videos. Don’t forget to visit the ‘ISDT TUBE’ section to check out racing footage that 
dates back to 1933. 

http://issuu.com/speedtracktales 

Language: English [mostly] 

Type: Collection of official programmes B reports 

One of the greatest online finds regarding the rich heritage of the ISDT is Speed Track 
Tales’ Issuu webpage. If you have a minute or two to spare go delve into the lesser-known 
ISDT facts. Flick through various official event programmes dating as far back as 1937 
and read the event reports as they were published at the time. 

www.fim-isdeEOlB.es 

Language: English, Spanish 
Type: mm 

For those already missing the ISDE, the next edition takes place in Navarra, northern 
Spain and the organization’s official website is already live. On October 11 to 16, 3016 the 
ISDE returns to Spain for the fourth time and all details regarding the 3016 event are up 
on the website. 




WTF 

GLENN KEARNEY’S 
REAR BRAKE 

Without question the most intriguing 
bike modification in this year’s event was 
Australia World Trophy team rider Glenn 
Kearney’s rear brake set-up. Effectively running two rear brakes - one 
operated with a ‘normal’ foot pedal and the other a handlebar mounted 
left thumb system, Glenn explains the details... “At the end of last year 
I had my right ankle fused after an injury I had in the US. That made 
it difficult to use a standard rear brake pedal, so we developed an 
extra thumb brake on the left hand side of the handlebar. It has a twin 
calliper so the thumb brake operates independently from the foot brake. 
Whichever I want I can use. We’ve sort of been developing the system 
since last year and this has been the best so far. It’s definitely harder to 
adapt but it’s not so bad. When the tracks are smooth it’s easy to operate 
but when the bumps start coming it’s harder to hang on and use both the 
clutch and the brake. But it’s keeping me going at the minute.” 


mmma 

FIVE FACTS 

SLOVAKIA S THE ISDE 

2015 marked the second time the ISDE was held in Slovakia 
as an independent country. The event was held nine times 
in Czechoslovakia before the dissolution into the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia in 1993. 


As one of the event’s dominant forces in the ‘50s, ‘60s and 
70s the Czechoslovakian World Trophy Team has a record of 
13 victories ranging from 1947 to 1983. 

3 Held 300km west of Kosice in Povazska Bystrica, the 3005 
ISDE was dominated by the Italians who won both the World 
Trophy and Junior World Trophy awards. Great Britain’s David 
Knight got the outright victory. 



Slovakian riders made up almost 10% of the total number of 
competitors in 3015, there were 44 of them in total. 

Best-performing Slovakian this year was Stefan Svitko. 

He finished 33nd in Enduro 3 and helped the Slovak World 
Trophy team to a 10th place finish. Slovakia’s Junior World 
Trophy team ended ninth among the 13 countries. 
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SPOTTED 

KAILUB RUSSEL’S 
COOLANT RECOVERY TANK 

Here’s proof Kailub Russell was ready 
for conditions to be tough in Slovakia. 
Tucked away close to the rear shock of his 
250f KTM was a Nihilio Concepts Coolant 
Recovery Tank. Should his motor have got 
hot enough to boil the coolant the expelled 
vapour would get collected inside the tank. 
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GOOD NEWS 

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEGATIVE MAINSTREAM NEWS... 

Spain’s Josep Garcia had a first-ever international 250f ride 
to remember. The Husqvarna mounted youngster topped the 
Enduro 1 motocross race and finished eighth overall in the 
quarter litre class. 


DESPITE 10 YEARS HAVING PASSED SINCE HE SECURED THE OUTRIGHT WIN OF 
THE 0005 SLOVAKIAN ISDE, DAVID KNIGHT SHOWED THAT HE CAN STILL DELIVER 
ATTHE HIGHEST LEVEL BY WINNING DAY FOOR’S SECOND SPECIAL TEST. 

AbsentfromArgentina the French Women returned to action in Slovakia 
and finished second in the Women’s World Trophy team classification. 


The B015ISDE was tough. But it could have been a whole lot harder. 
Generally good weather ensured a much more straightforward event than 
many were expecting. 



TAKING ENDURO 

TO NEW HEIGHTS 


STALLRACING.COM 



KTM and Husqvarna’s support of the ISDE continued in Slovakia with 
riders from ail corners of the world taking advantage of their bike rental 
and race service programme. 


Despite crashing and separating his shoulder on the last test 
of the first day USA’s Junior World Trophy rider Steward Baylor 
toughed it out and made it to the finish. 


THE CIRCUITO DE NAVARRA, THAT WILL HOST THE 2016 ISDE, HAS FIVE 
PARKING AREAS, 01,000 SQUARE METER OF PAVED PADDOCK, A BAR, A 
RESTAURANT, A MEDICAL CENTRE AND A MUSEUM. 


THE 2016 ISDE IN SPAIN IS RAPIDLY APPROACHING! 


Despite the tough liaison sections, rough-as-hell 
special tests and long days in the saddle 82 % of this 
year’s ISDE starters made it to the finish. 


For the past 20 years soldiers and military staff from the French 
Army’s Enduro Team (Equipe de France d’Enduro de I’Armee de Terre] 
have been lending a helping hand to France’s ISDE efforts. 


2015 was the 
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of the event ‘ 
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STARTERS FROM 31 COUNTRIES 


10 : 18.08 

Overall special test and 
penalty time of Misa 
Polivkova (last finisher] 



Competitors 
entered from 
Sbyakia’s 



h Republic 


18% STARTERS 


— fl 


Number of Club 
teams that raced 
the 2015 event 
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CALL IN AND SE 

• Official KTM UK Dealer • 

• All 201 6 models stocked • 

• Full Technical Back-up • 

• Full Postal Spares Service 

Sales@leisuret 


MCMOm Visit: www.leisuretrail.co.uk M€k 






' NUMBERS 



8,803 


Facebook followers 
on the FIM ISDE 2015 
Slovakia page 
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Number of gold medals won 
by Fred Hoess. He finished 
10th in Enduro 1 Cub 


11 : 16.54 

Absolute best time from 
Ryan Sipes (who else!] in the 
event’s longest enduro test 


CLIPS UPLOADED ON 
FIM’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL 


THE COMBINED TOTAL NUMBER 
OF ISDE RACING DAYS 



ETHE 2016 KTM ENDURO RANGE 


KTM Trained Technicians • Impressive Showroom 
Full Range of KTM Clothing • All Major Credit and 
Large Stock of KTM Debit Cards Accepted 

Clothing and Accessories • Finance Available 


rail.co.uk 0115 973 2466 
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Beech Ave, Long Eaton, Nottingham 
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The Last Word 

antti 

KALLONEN 

Managing the USA’s ISDE World Trophy and Junior World 
Trophy team efforts for the past four years, Antti Kallonen 
has played an instrumental role in energising and 
organising a leaner and meaner American six day effort. 
With one clear goal - that of trying to win the World 
Trophy team competition -Antti believes a US team win 
is well within their reach... 
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“The US World Trophy team came to Slovakia with just one goal - 
to try and win. It was a goal that actually determined the selection 
of everyone involved from riders to team members. We aren’t 
spending so much time and effort to come to the ISDE simply 
wanting to get a top three. We’ve done that in the past and we 
know how it is. We also know what it takes to secure victory and 
that was our objective long before we arrived in Slovakia. 

“When I started working as a manager for the US team at the 
ISDE back in 2012, we already knew that in two years the event 
would take place in Argentina. So we immediately set the goal to 
try and win there, in what was more like west coast style terrain. 
Since 2012 we started building our programme based on that 
objective, to hunt for victory two years later. Obviously it was 
very disappointing to get second last year. So we worked harder 
and made better preparations in all areas to really arrive in 
Slovakia strongerthan ever. 

“We knew it was going to be tougher for us to try and win in 
Slovakia because of the European terrain and probably the weather 
conditions. But from the very first day of competition results 
showed we were well prepared in terms of speed and fitness. It 
was just such a bummer what happened after day three. We first 
lost Kailub (Russell) and then learned that Taylor (Robert] was 
disqualified after missing a stamp checkpoint, along with seven 
other riders. That deal was a little bit of a mess. 

\y our primary goal was to try and win the World Trophy team competition, 
ng the outright victory with Ryan Sipes was in many ways just as big. That 
alone showed the US team was prepared to come to Slovakia and win..." 

“Despite Taylor’s provisional disqualification the team kept 
fighting hard so that they could remain in the race. Taylor 
continued his efforts starting day four along with all other 
seven riders involved in the incident. But then Thad Duvall’s 
bike broke down later on that same day so it really didn’t 
matter for us anymore. 


“With just four US riders in the World Trophy Team we were obviously not 
going for any team results after day three. So we then focused on Ryan 
Sipes, doing all we could to help him get the individual overall win. For 
Ryan to achieve that was a huge accomplishment. It’s never been done 
by any American rider in the past. When you think of the 90-year history 
of the event, that’s pretty huge. Obviously our primary goal was to try 
and win the World Trophy team competition, but getting the outright 
victory with Ryan Sipes was in many ways just as big. That alone showed 
the US team was prepared to come to Slovakia and win. 

“I’ve heard people saying maybe there was a kind of advantage for GNCC 
racers because of the conditions in Slovakia, with special tests providing 
numerous lines and changing after each lap. But I don’t necessarily agree 
that’s the main reason the US riders were fast. During the first days of 
this ISDE there were some special tests that got ridden up to six times. 
Obviously these were getting rougher, kind of what you might get at a 
GNCC event. For me the thing that made the difference, especially this year, 
is that all of our riders worked on their sprint speed - some by competing 
in sprint events, others just by practicing with a stopwatch. 

“We organised a two-day training camp a couple of months ago where all 
our guys were sprinting against the clock. We set up various tests and 
simulated the whole thing exactly as an enduro race would normally be. 
Also, don’t forget there’s a few series in the US where riders can actually 
compete in sprints so they’ve been putting more effort into that. I think 
that’s more what’s paying off. We’ve been racing GNCC forever and the 
results for Team USA at the ISDE haven’t started coming until now. 

“The whole two weeks I’m at the ISDE I keep a diary full of notes. 

Every time I go back to the States I put them on the computer 
and task them out for the whole year ahead. Basically, next year’s 
preparations start one week after my return home. I put all the 
little things in there and basically try to fix things or make them 
work better. I’ve got all sorts of notes there from how to improve 
rider preparation to bike preparation or whatever it might be that 
possibly has an impact on our overall results as a team. I think our 
improvements have come as a result of us working on lots of things, 
which come together to improve the team’s performances. 
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“We signed up to win the ISDE World 
Trophy team competition and we will 
keep patting maximum effort in till 

we get it won...” 

“As long as the AMA and the companies that are 
backing our efforts stay focused on the same goals 
we have then we will be back to fight for the win, 
that’s for sure. At this point I really don’t know what 
the impact of all this mess over the disqualified 
riders will be. But I’m sure it’s going to be clear in just a short period of time so that we 
can start planning ahead. I’m not a quitter and I’m pretty sure the same applies to all 
members of our team. We signed up to win the ISDE World Trophy team competition and 
we will keep putting maximum effort in till we get it won.” 



• “During the race I get up at 05.30am, get ready and head to breakfast. I’m at the 
paddock when it opens at 06.30am just to make sure everything is in place as the 
mechanics and riders come in. The night before we’d catch up on everything and make 
sure whatever is needed is ready for our riders in the morning. As the first riders take 
off I hit the road.” 

• “During the day I usually try to stay mid-pack, between the first and last US Trophy 
and Junior riders. I try to meet all of my team riders as many times as possible during 
the day and answer any questions they might have.” 

• Tm also there to assist them with any issues. All we can really do during the race is to 
help our riders with knowledge and information. I don’t really get any downtime during 
the day. We just grab a few snacks from the checkpoints and keep going.” 

• “It gets harder and harder if our ten riders [World Trophy 6 Junior World Trophy] get 
spread out. I always try to stay with the majority of the group to motivate them and 
give them all the encouragement I can give.” 

• “If one of our riders is out of the race as was the case with Thad [Duvall] we’d normally 
send him to the special tests ahead of the riders, to walk them and get as much info 
as possible. Our riders always share info on which lines to use whenever possible.” 

• “I spend the majority of the day overseeing everything and moving people around as 
and when needed. Getting mechanics or chase riders to the right places, with the right 
stuff, if someone has issues is hugely important.” 

• “All of our riders have a late lunch at the AMA pits with spaghetti and stuff so when 
they’re eating I usually ask them what they’re thinking and if there’s anything we 
might do to help them. It’s all about trying to be better for the following day.” e 
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RYAN SIPES 

Ryan Sipes sure as hell won't forget the 90th edition of the FIM’s longest 
running event. Little known outside of the Dnited States befor? this year’s 
ISDE, Sipes did what no other American before him had done - claimed 
outright individual victory. Producing a faultless week-long performances, 
Ryan pulled off one of the six days most unexpected results. ^ 

ISDE 2015, Slovakia 
Future7Media 
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